[Cervical lymph nodes metastasis from an unknown primary: diagnosis, treatment and prognosis. A retrospective study of 127 cases observed from 1959 to 1973 (author's transl)].
Authors present clinical records of 127 patients bearing metastatic cervical lymph nodes of unknown origin and referred to the Cl. Regaud Cancer Center between 1959 and 1973. According the prognosis, it is possible to distinguish patients into three groups. In group I, patients (10%) have a lower neck involvement by an adenocarcinoma. The survival is dramatically bad. Group II includes also 10% of patients who have a fairly better prognosis, they are younger people bearing poorly differenciated squamous metastatic lymphonode(s) in the upper neck. Group III. The remaining eighty per cent of patients are heavy drinkers and smokers. Their upper neck is hurt by lymphatic metastases from a well or moderately differenciated squamous cell carcinoma. They have much about the same prognosis than people bearing a known primary carcinoma of the upper aerodigestive tract. After having excluded the first group of patients who is at high risk of having a widely disseminated illness, we can remark that about one half of relapses occurred in the cervical area. A well planned combination of neck dissection and whole cervical lymphatic areas irradiation may further reduce such recurrences and so may enhance the present results: 23% survival 3 years after completion of treatment.